FREEDOM'S JOURNAL.

“ RIGNTEOUSNESY BXALTETN A A‘V‘l!"O.V

U . Do oto d zmm:::;,’:‘;“-; RRWVSTORE, FRIDAT, RARTHE A8, 10aT, TOR, 3. W0 L
S1N 191171Z¢€
g Dig THE COLORED AMERICAN, 3
Newspapers in Teaching e ————TU T T T !
YJM

Nineteenth Century lﬂmmltull m Freeman.

DEVOTED TO ANTI-SLAVERY, TEMPERANCE, AND GENERAL LITERATURE.

- W B & Bt *

—_— S— —

Mﬂl TORONTO CAYADA WRIT, BATURDJT, NOTENMER M Mé4 | Yo =

African American
TH}_u CLEVEL \w)(x \/, ETT 14,

Writers —
e Range THE C()L()RLD '1 l< \'NF&SEAN

La\A]rel1Ce LJl’li\,’erSiq,Y oL 1 NASHVILLE, TENN,, SATURDAY, OCT. 14, 1863 5 (),m’

March 19, 2021 THE W’AbHINGT()\T BEL.

G Libgvien »e Priv

TIE CHRISTIAN RECORDER. ~ ——

}lchu h) fhe \ln 1mnbt Q‘pwupl our n e Tited Staks, br the Dissenimbior of Lediman %ltn Wirmows, b Scicac, l [l ]1 ] [ Ij \ \ I ( ) l{ '
l\t\ ll 'n \\(m ] ditor. ]H“ \])HH”\ “M\l \h\ )) l‘\b. 2o \:L\ \u S ‘\('1\'\ rios. W hLlo No. 217 A _\Weskly Journal of Progroass.
Published Daily, Mondays Excepted. )| (‘nnt.x Strect. RS ——— e S
NEW ORLKANS. WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1 186 VoL =N 15T uo(umm\ T. FBIDAY FEBRUARY 11, 818 WHOLE NO \u




Guiding questions

O How can reading nineteenth century African American literature through the
lens of Black newspapers expand narrow ideas of who nineteenth century Black

writers were!

O How can reading nineteenth century Black newspapers expand narrow ideas of
who nineteenth century Black readers were!

O And practically—how on earth can we get students more invested in the time

period?



Three activities

O Finding the author (or, not finding the author, as the case may be!)
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©) Can be done in class or as a more extended assighment

O Reading a serialized novel in its original context

Can be done in class or on the students’ own time

O Archival expert

© A more involved presentation assignment in which each student in the class
gets a turn to focus on a single author and a single newspaper issue



Archival Expert assignment

This term, you will be in charge of leading one class as the “archival expert.” Using three of the library’s electronic
databases—America’s Historical Newspapers, African American Newspapers, and/or Accessible Archives—you will make use
of digital archives to provide historical context for the day’s readings. Here’s what to do for prep work, step by step:

On the date you're signed up to be the archival expert, look at when the writer published the work we're reading.
(So, for example: Paul Laurence Dunbar published Lyrics of Lowly Life in 1896.) Determine a location that is relevan
to the writer, if possible. For Dunbar, this could be Dayton (where he grew up), Ohio, or other cities in Ohio.

Now choose a newspaper that is relevant to the date and, if possible, the location of the poet. If you can find one,
you can also choose a newspaper where the writer published.

Select an issue of the newspaper and read the whole thing: news, editorials, poetry, advertisements. As you read,
make note of anything at all—-newspaper poems, news items, even weather—that you feel gives interesting context
to the work the class will be discussing.

During class, be prepared to give us around 20 minutes of historical context, drawn from what you read. Feel free tc
read us excerpts from articles or poems. Don'’t feel like you have to cover everything in the newspaper—two or three
things will be enough. Give us your reading of both the culture that produced this writer (particularly how the
writer fits, or doesn’t fit, into the historical context) and anything you notice about how historical context
informs the writer’s work.



OQutcomes

De-centers the idea of a nineteenth century Black “canon” and invites more
writers (professional and nonprofessional) to the party

Allows students to investigate important contexts for the works we are reading and
to discover the larger print networks to which these authors belong

Empowers students to investigate what they are interested in about an author,
rather than be told what is interesting about an author; allows students to get a
more complex (not to mention unmediated) picture of authors and of nineteenth
century Black life in general

Students are hands-down more invested in the time period!



